
From June 4 to July 11, 2025, Arte in Salotto by Camilla Prini – in collaboration with Galleria Forni
in Bologna – is dedicating its final major exhibition before the summer break to Giorgio Tonelli,
an outstanding painter with a metaphysical approach.

The exhibition, held at the gallery in Brera, features both oil paintings and pastels in which
Tonelli revisits his most cherished themes—traces of an iconography deeply rooted in his artistic
journey.

The focus of the show is on urban landscapes, the outskirts of major cities such as New York and
London, where the artist spent long periods of his life. These scenes are explored through two
different media: pastel and oil. A fine web of lines over soft pastel shading and the rich colors of
oil painting give rise to captivating images with extremely rarefied atmospheres, leading us into
that metaphysical dimension that has always characterized his work.

Tonelli’s painting conveys a strong sense of image stability, expressed through clean, synthetic,
and balanced forms, as well as a measured display of detail. His representation of the world
shows no hint of narrative, memory, emotion, or pathos. Every mark, every chromatic variation
is intentional and masterfully measured. His are soulful places, suspended in time.

Giorgio Tonelli was born in Brescia on September 5, 1941. He began painting in 1974 in the studio
of Gianfranco Ferroni, whom he would always consider his “ethical master.” In 1976, he moved to
London, where he remained until 1983. In 1979, he joined the Metacosa group, which disbanded
after several exhibitions in 1983. From 1983 to 1985, he lived between Paris, New York, and
Venice. In 1987, he settled permanently in Bologna, where he still lives and works. He has been
invited to participate in numerous group shows in institutional venues and has had many solo
exhibitions dedicated to his work.
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